The Fort Collins Sustainability Group

Mission Statement

The mission of the Fort Collins Sustainability Group (FCSG) is to develop and advocate a vision and strategy for becoming a sustainable community in partnership with key stakeholders.  A sustainable community is one that enables its members to thrive, both economically and socially, without compromising the welfare of future generations.  It exists in harmony with our environment.

Strategy

The FCSG believes that two of the most pressing sustainability issues are a) the imperative to meet our energy needs while minimizing our impact on global climate change and b) to create jobs that contribute to the goal of sustainability.  Our strategy is to focus on energy use, global climate change, sustainable job creation, and quality of life in the short and mid term by achieving the following four objectives.
Short and mid-term objectives

1. Develop and work with the Fort Collins City Council to pass a two part resolution addressing both the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the economic opportunities associated with making such a reduction.  The first part would make a commitment to lower greenhouse gas emissions significantly with respect to current levels.  The second part would commit the City to encouraging the establishment and operation of enterprises that contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
2. Work with the task force created by the resolution described in Objective 1 to identify and implement ways of meeting the city’s commitment to achieve the 2010 greenhouse gas emissions target set forth in the November 1999 document, “City of Fort Collins Local Action Plan to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions.”

3. Work with the task force created by the resolution described in Objective 1 to find ways to establish and promote enterprises that lower greenhouse gas emissions as an integral part of the city’s economic future.  Such enterprises would be involved in activities such as, but not limited to, researching and developing alternative energy technologies, building and installing renewable energy equipment, producing fuels and developing transportation technologies with lowered impact on global climate, reducing building and process energy use, and recycling materials.

4. Develop the capability to conduct effective, on-going outreach to the residents of Fort Collins in order to inform them of the importance of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, to inform them of the economic benefits realizable by making such a reduction, and to mobilize their support for achieving both of these goals.
Once we have made substantial progress towards achieving our short and mid-term objectives, we plan to initiate work on the following two longer term objectives.
Long-term objectives

1. Work with the Fort Collins City Council and community stakeholders to develop a fifty year vision for becoming a sustainable community.  Two key components of this vision will be reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and moving towards climate neutrality.
2. Work with Fort Collins city staff and community stakeholders to begin implementing the city’s vision of becoming a sustainable community.
